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Background 
• 30 years employed at the US Virgin Islands 

Department of Education

• Mother of 3 beautiful children; grandmother of 5

• Reforming, Rebuilding and Rebranding Public 
Education in the US Virgin Islands



Hurricanes 
Irma and Maria



Age of Facilites

Island School Floor Area Age Year Built

St. Croix Alexander Henderson Elementary School 56,450 51 1971

St. Croix Alfredo Andrews Elementary School 56,450 53 1973

St. Croix Arthur A. Richards Junior High School 128,836 46 1977

St. Croix Charles Emanuel Elementary School 70,562 65 1958

St. Croix Claude O. Markoe Elementary School 91,326 65 1958

St. Croix Elena Christian Junior High School 80,667 51 1971

St. Croix Eulalie Rivera Elementary School 92,157 58 1965

St. Croix Evelyn M. Williams Elementary School 69,302 51 1971

St. Croix John H. Woodson Junior High School 125,720 42 1981

St. Croix Juanita Gardine Elementary School 76,476 60 1963

St. Croix Lew Muckle Elementary School 49,533 50 1970

St. Croix Pearl B. Larsen Elementary School 84,359 43 1982

St. Croix Positive Connections Alternative Education 12,636 179 1844

St. Croix Ricardo Richards Elementary School 41,385 45 1976

St. Croix St. Croix Central High School 164,803 56 1967

St. Croix St. Croix Educational Complex High School 314,398 28 1995

St. John Guy H. Benjamin Elementary School 10,032 48 1975

St. John Julius E. Sprauve School 52,128 65 1955

St. Thomas Addelita Cancryn Junior High School 113,806 57 1966

St. Thomas Bertha C. Boschulte Middle School 115,470 20 2003

St. Thomas Charlotte Amalie High School 192,908 65 1955

St. Thomas E. Benjamin Oliver Elementary School 54,677 48 1975

St. Thomas Edith L. Williams Alternative Academy 14,182 42 1981

St. Thomas Evelyn Marcelli Elementary School Not Assessed 106 1917

St. Thomas Gladys A. Abraham Elementary School 53,493 53 1970

St. Thomas Ivanna Eudora Kean High School 134,313 48 1975

St. Thomas J. Antonio Jarvis Primary School Not Assessed 141 1882

St. Thomas Jane E. Tuitt Elementary School 15,488 64 1959

St. Thomas Joseph Gomez Elementary School 61,266 53 1970

St. Thomas Joseph Sibilly Elementary School 25,718 50 1973

St. Thomas Leonard Dober Elementary School 18,080 85 1938

St. Thomas Lockhart Elementary School 59,530 23 2000

St. Thomas Ulla F. Muller Elementary School 39,682 41 1979

St. Thomas Yvonne E. Milliner-Bowsky Elementary School 53,978 23 2000



Steps Post Storms

• Walk throughs to determine usable 
space

• Timelines set for the opening of schools 
(double sessions)

• Army Corp of Engineers conducted 
assessments

• Findings presented to FEMA for funding 
for temporary projects

• Installation of modular campuses
• Established New School Advisory Board



Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) Process
Damaged Description Dimensions (Consultant)

Deferred maintenance assessment (Consultant)

FEMA site inspections report

Cost Estimate

Fixed Cost Offer

Obligation



VIDE Program 
and Funding for 
Instructional 
Campuses



Values: Our 
K-12 Ethos



New Framework for EducationVIDE Guiding Principles Balanced with a 

Whole Child

Equity

Addressing the Needs of All 
Students & Integrating Technology

Using Technology to Assess 
the Impact of Practices

Health, Safety & Security

Cultural, Local & Economic 
Competence and Resilience

Integrated Design, Assessment, 
Operation & Management

“The Virgin Islands Department of Education is 
transforming today’s learner into tomorrow’s leaders.

VIDE Vision Statement



Can we demonstrate that the design of the built environment for grades 9-
12 impacts student academic engagement levels?



Teaching & Learning in the VI An Inquiry Based Curriculum



Learning Spaces

• “It was widely perceived that the teaching and 
learning taking place in (these) flexible spaces had a 
positive impact on the social and emotional 
wellbeing of teachers and students,” the researchers 
wrote (Kariippanon et al., 2018).

• Transformation of Learning Spaces in VIDE
• Flexible furniture
• Acoustics
• Lighting
• Floor to ceiling white boards
• Moveable walls
• Mobile digital smartboards
• Outdoor Learning
• Culturally relevant campus designs

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/320860795_Perceived_interplay_between_flexible_learning_spaces_and_teaching_learning_and_student_wellbeing


New Build

All Facilities Map USVI Public Schools St. Croix

Larsen
360 Prestorm (K-6)
419 Exist (K-8)
895 (PreK-8)

Gardine
347 Prestorm (K-6)
365 Exist (K-8)
895 (PreK-8)

Andrews
525 Prestorm (K-6)
491 Exist (K-6)
1070 (PreK-8)

A. Richards
351 Prestorm (7-8)
419 Exist (K-8)
1070 (PreK-8)

Markoe
496 Prestorm (K-6)
436 Exist (K-6)
895 (PreK-8)

St. Croix PreK-8:
Prestorm       6301,   K-8 only       4316
Existing Overall Enrollment: 5483,   Prek-8 only  3741 
10% Capacity Growth            6031,   PreK-8 only  4115
20 % Capacity Growth:           6,580,  PreK-8 only  4489



All Facilities Map USVI Public Schools St. Thomas

Boschulte
537 Prestorm (6-8)
566 Exist (6-8)
895 (PreK-8)

Bowsky
397 Prestorm (K-6)
390 Exist (K-5)
895 (PreK-8)

Tuitt
175 Prestorm (K-3)
237 Exist (K-5) 
132 (PreK-3)

Muller
449 Prestorm (K-6)
464 Exist (K-6)
1070 (PreK-8)

St. Tomas/St. John:
Prestorm          6893, K-8 STT only         4433
Existing Overall Enrollment:    5443, PreK-8 STT only   3526
10% Growth                                5935, PreK-8 STT only   3878
20 % Growth:                              6429, PreK-8 STT only   4231+

Sibilly 
252 Prestorm (K-5)
226 Exist (K-5) +
132 (PreK-3)

Lockhart/Cancryn
1217 Prestorm (K-8)
1115 Exist (K-8) 
895 (PreK-8)

1070 (Prek-8) Future



All Facilities Map USVI Public Schools St. John

Sprauve
288 Prestorm (K-8)
212 Exist (K-8)            
260 Add 20%  (K-8)    
200 Add (9-12)    
460 Total 

650 + With Future Addition      



Arthur 
Richards 
Junior High 
School



1   Tapestry Walk

2  Outdoor Learning Classrooms

3   Permaculture Gardens

4   Amphitheater/Community Asset

5   Outdoor Play

Rooted in its place 
and studied through the 
user experience.

Site: Outdoor Learning
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Arthur Richards PreK-8



DESIGN SOLUTIONS
applying a framework for curricula Arthur Richards PreK-8 | St. Croix











Arthur A. Richards K-8 School



Charlotte 
Amalie High 

School



Charlotte Amalie High School
St. Thomas



CONCEPT
focusing on culture and context



SITE DESIGN
creating a unified campus with collaboration spaces inside and outside



DESIGN SOLUTIONS
leveraging the sloped site



DESIGN SOLUTIONS
small learning communities that connect









Charlotte Amalie High School



Julius E. Sprauve Campus PreK-12
St. John





Understory

CRUZ BAY (PREVIOUS SITE)

SITE

LAND SWAP WITH U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS NATIONAL PARK

UNPRECEDENTED SOLUTIONS
a land swap that collaborate with the national park system



CONCEPT
celebrating the slope



DESIGN SOLUTIONS
vertical site adjacencies











Julius E. Sprauve Campus PreK-12



The Virgin Islands Department of Education embraces ALL students 
and empowers them to achieve their fullest potential.



CONTACT INFORMATION

DR. DIONNE WELLS HEDRINGTON
DIONNE.WELLS@VIDE.VI
(340) 227-4124

mailto:DIONNE.WELLS@VIDE.VI
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